MARKET REPORT

DTH & CABLE TV SEES
DECLINE IN
SUBCRIBERS

Pay DTH Subscriber Base Shrinks by 3.1% to 62.17
Million&The All India Digital Cable Federation
(AIDCF) has highlighted a significant 50% drop in
Cable TV subscriptions

According to the Telecom Regulatory Authority of
India's (TRAI) Indian Telecom Services Yearly Performance
Indicators 2023-2024 report, the Pay DTH subscriber base
declined by approximately 3.1% between June 2023 and June
2024. As of June 30, 2024,
the total net active Pay DTH
subscriber base was around
62.17 million, down from
64.18 million the previous
year. This figure includes
both Pay DTH and DD Free
Dish subscribers.

Among the four
major DTH providers, Tata
Play holds the largest market
share at 32.34%, serving
20.1 million households,
followed by Bharti
Telemedia with 28.85% (17.93 million households), Dish TV
with 19.98% (12.42 million households), and Sun Direct with
18.83% (11.7 million households). While some players like
Bharti Telemedia have seen slight subscriber growth
compared to the previous quarter, others like Dish TV have
experienced a marginal decline.

The All India Digital Cable Federation (AIDCF) has
highlighted a significant 50% drop in Cable TV
subscriptions over the past five years in its response to
TRAI’s consultation on interconnection regulations and
digital systems audits. The federation also raised concerns
about potential job losses, predicting that around 10 lakh
people currently employed in the industry could lose their
jobs within the next 3-5 years if regulatory issues related to
Free Dish and OTT platforms are not addressed.

Despite these concerns, individual data for major
multi-system operators (MSOs) reveals a mixed picture.
While some MSOs such as Siti, Den, and Asianet have lost
up to 46% of their subscribers over the last five years, others
like GTPL Hathway and Thamizhaga have seen subscriber
growth of up to 71%.8
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